AVENUE  SYNAGOGUE 

HIGH  HOLY  DAYS  BULLETIN 

September  1,  1945 


New  Years  Greeting 

I  am  indeed  happy  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  extend  greetings  to  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue,  and  my  hopes  for  the  Rosh  Hashancih  now  at  hand.  May  the  new  year  of  5706  bring  to  all 
men  of  good  will  the  fulfillm  nt  of  their  hearts’  desire,  to  Israel  healing  in  body  and  spirit,  and  to  mankind  a  new 
and  better  day. 

Bruised  and  heartsick  as  is  the  entire  world  today,  unspeakably  broken  and  ravaged  as  is  Israel  in  particular, 
this  Rosh  Hashanah  is  nonetheless  bright  with  hope. 

The  pendulum  of  human  destiny  has  at  long  last  begun  to  swing  back  and  up. 

For  almost  a  generation,  every  ideal  value  has  been  yielding  ground: 

International  decency  to  brigandage; 

Freedom  to  tyranny; 

Democracy  to  totalitarianism; 

Religion  to  secularism; 

Israel  to  anti-Semitism;  and 

Judaism  to  assimilation. 

Now  there  is  reason  to  believe,  the  retreat  is  ended,  the  lost  ground  capable  of  being  rewon.  Peace,  liberty  and 
justice,  faith  and  the  Jewish  tradition  are  all  in  the  ascendancy,  or  on  the  verge  of  it. 

If  we  but  will  it,  and  are  wise  enough,  we  can  set  the  pendulum  swinging  to  heights  never  before  reached. 

Let  this  then  be  our  prayer  for  the  New  Year  —  over  and  beyond  all  petitions  for  self  and  loved  ones  —  that 
we  may  have  vision  and  courage  equal  to  our  opportunity,  that  we  may  succeed  in  setting  in  motion  a  great  upsurge 
of  democracy  in  America,  of  vigor  in  Judaism,  and  of  peace  in  international  affairs. 

_  Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg. 


High  Holy  Days 

The  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  and  its  Rabbis,  Cantor,  and  Officers  extend  to  its  members  earnest  hopes 
that  the  New  Year  may  bring  to  you  happiness  and  fulfilment;  to  Israel,  healing  and  rebirth;  to  the  cause 
of  righteousness,  a  mounting  triumph;  and  to  the  world,  the  consolidation  of  the  Victory  and  Peace  re¬ 
cently  achieved. 

For  all  these  things  among  others  we  shall  pray  at  High  Holy  Day  worship. 


Schedule  of  Services 

Rosh  Hashanah  Eve . Friday  eve.,  Sept.  7th,  6:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

Rosh  Hashanah  Morning . Saturday,  Sept.  8th,  8:30  a. in.  to  1:00  p.m. 

Sermon  10:30  a.m. 

Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg:  “Man’s  Last  Chance.” 


Second  Evening . Saturday,  Sept.  8th.  6:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

Second  Morning . Sunday,  Sept.  9th,  5:30  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

Sermon  10:30  a.m,  -  -- 

Rabbi  Erwin  Zimet:  “Moral  Sensitivity  in  War  and  Peace.-- 

Kol  Nidre . Sunday,  Sept.  16th.  6:30  p.m.  to  9:30  p.m. 

Sermon:  “The  Depth  of  Evil.” 

Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg 

Yom  Kippur . Monday,  Sept.  17th,  8:30  a.m.  to  dusk 

Sermon  11  a.m. 

Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg:  “The  Heart  of  the  Nations.” 

Memorial  Services  at  4  p.m. 


Please  he  prompt  in  your  attendance.  Admission  by  ticket  only. 


Activities  of  the  religious  school  will 
le  increased  for  the  coming  year,  accord¬ 
ing  to  reports  of  Rabbi  Erwin  Zimet  and 
Mr.  Saul  Godwin,  Chairman  of  the 
School  Board.  Registration  for  both  the 
Sunday  School  and  the  Hebrew  School  is 
open  to  members  and  non-members  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  Sep¬ 
tember  11th  and  12th,  and  September 
18th  and  19th,  from  2  to  6  p.m.,  at  the 
School  Office,  50  East  87th  Street. 

Exciting  new  plans  to  make  the  school 
nore  significant  include  a  Bas  Mitzvoh 
poup  to  be  conducted  by  Rabbi  Milton 
Steinberg.  The  minimum  requirement 
'or  this  group  is  two  years  of  Hebrew 
School  or  its  equivalent.  Further  details 
.f  the  School  will  be  announced  later. 
Information  on  all  activities  of  the  Youth 
Department  may  be  had  from  Rabbi 
Zimet  at  the  School  Office  daily,  SAcra- 
mento  2-8766,  from  2  to  6  p.m.  daily. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the 
School  activities: 

The  Sunday  School 

Sessions:  Sunday  mornings,  9:45  a.m. 

— 12:15  p.m.  from  October  to  May 
Classes:  Kindergarten  to  High  School 
Ages:  6  —  16  years 


Religions  School  Plans 


Subjects:  Jewish  history,  Bible,  litera¬ 
ture,  customs  and  ceremonies,  cur¬ 
rent  events,  Palestine,  music,  etc. 

First  session:  Sunday,  October  7th  at 
9:45  a.m.  sharp. 

The  Hebrew  School 

Sessions:  Twice  weekly,  one  hour  each 
from  October  to  May 

Classes:  Beginners  —  intermediate  — 
advanced 

Ages:  8  —  14  years 

Aims:  Familiarity  with  the  Prayer 
basic  colloquial  Hebrew 
Book,  study  of  Bible  in  Hebrew, 

First  session:  Monday,  October  8th. 

Bar  Mitzvah: 

Bovs.  13  vears  of  aire 

j  •  •/  _ _ 

Special  preparatory  class  I  in  addition 
to  Hebrew  School)  conducted  by 
Cantor  David  Putterman 

Minimum  requirement:  Two  years  of 
Hebrew  School  or  its  equivalent. 

Bas  Mitzvah  : 

Girls,  13  —  14  years  of  age  (optional) 

i 

Special  preparatory  class  (in  addition 
to  Hebrew  School)  conducted  by 
Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg 

Minimum  requirement:  Two  years  of 
Hebrew  School  or  its  equivalent 


Confirmation  (Graduation) 

Boys  and  girls  after  successful  attend- 1 
ance  at  the  2nd  High  School  class 
Date:  1st  day  of  Shovuot  5706  —  June  I 
5th,  1946 

The  Junior  Congregation 

Services  on  High  Holidays, at  11 :30  a.m.; 
on  all  Sabbath  days  throughout  the| 
school  year  at  10:45  a.m. 

All  services  are  conducted  by  the  chi l- 1 
dren  and  contain  a  short  address  or 
story  and  meaningful  explanations 
Open  to  all  students  of  our  school f 
and  their  friends 

The  Clubs 

Juniors:  2  boys’  groups 
2  girls’  groups 
Ages:  10  —  13  years 
Meetings:  Once  weekly  at  the 
Synagogue 

Seniors:  3  co-ed  groups 

Ages:  14  —  17  years 
Meetings:  Bi-weekly  at  mem  I 
bers’  homes 
Aims:  Stimulation  of  Jewish  inter] 

est  combined  with  wholel 
some  sociability 
Admittance  of  children  of  non-mem] 
bers  of  the  Synagogue  to  all  clubs 


is  i mu 


ted. 


Music  for  the  High  Holy  Days 


The  liturgy  of  the  Rosh  Hashanah  and 
Yom  Kippur  services  is  so  rich  in  poetic 
beauty  that  it  inspires  and  elicits  the 
best  efforts  of  composers  and  cantors. 
The  beautiful  melodic  themes  of  suppli¬ 
cation  of  the  Tefillah  (prayer)  mode,  the 
aaunting  plaintive  tunes  of  the  Selicha 
forgiveness)  mode,  and  the  solemn 
acred  chant  of  the  Viddui  (confession) 
mode,  truly  express  and  interpret  the 
nood  and  the  meaning  of  each  prayer. 

The  music  of  our  services  encompasses 
wide  range  in  the  development  of  Syna- 


By  Cantor  David  J.  Putterman 

gogue  music.  The  traditional  Nuschaot 
Ha-Tefillah  (prayer  modes),  which  are 
based  on  the  cantillations  of  the  various 
books  of  tbe  Bible,  including  the  motifs 
of  the  Shofar,  are  believed,  by  some  peo¬ 
ple,  to  have  originated  at  Mt.  Sinai, 
whereas  our  musical  compositions  range 
from  the  traditional  Ovos  of  Rabbi  Meir 
of  Rothenberg  of  the  Thirteenth  Century 
to  the  V eoliavto  by  Ernest  Bloch  and 
Aliavas  Olom  by  Frederick  Jacobi,  both 
of  whom  represent  the  most  modern  of 
our  present  day  composers. 


D, 
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By  utilizing  our  traditional  musical 
modes  as  well  as  the  creative  contribu¬ 
tions  of  contemporary  composers,  tliei 
music  of  our  High  Holy  Day  services  wil 
lend  lo  interpret  the  aesthetic  herilag 
of  Judaism  in  a  spirit  which  does  not  di 
place  the  inspiring  traditions  that  grew 
out  of  the  soul-life  of  Israel’s  experi¬ 
ences,  but  rather  enriches  it  with  the  best 
in  contemporary  musicianship,  both  true 
to  ihe  past  and  consonant  with  the  pres¬ 
ent. 


In  order  to  stimulate  the  spiritual  experience  of  worship,  and  to  clarify  the  prayers  and  ritual  of  the 
Yom  Kippur  service  which  are  so  aesthetically  rich  in  poetic  beauty,  the  Congregation  is  invited  to  meet 
with  the  spiritual  leaders  of  the  Synagogue  in  the  Vestry  on  Wednesday,  September  12th,  at  8:30  p.m.  The 
meeting  will  discuss  “How  Can  Worship  Be  More  Meaningful  for  Me?”  Every  member  is  invited  to  attend 


the  meeting. 


